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Dear Dr. Movallali
What are Things in Themselves in Kant's philiosophy? Do they refer to the incapturable nature of
abstract entities, or am | mistaken? Many thanks
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Dear Mr. Pordel

As you know one has to place Kant’s critical philosophy especially in relation to Hume’s theory of
understanding. According to Hume our human knowledge is based on our senses as they are
affected by external world. This realistic point of view claims the transcendence of the world in
regard to human mind while the opposite one, i.e. the idealistic theory holds that external world
depends on the way man understands it. This is the immanent point of view. Kant’s Copernican
revolution comes to have a transcendental comprehension of the human understanding . There are
a priori concepts inherent in human mind without which we would be unable to have access to
external world. Thanks to these concepts the sensory data espouse form and intelligibility. External
world bears the manifestations through our synthetic categories of mind, namely the concepts
which are prior to the donation of outside to our senses. These manifestations are called
phenomena.

Beside these phenomena which are grasped through our senses formed by our a priori concepts,
there are things to which we have not direct access but by abstract reasoning. Kant calls the latter
noumena which some times are rendered as things-in-themselves.

As you see whatever philosophy is concerned, the concept of mind is always present. Mind implies
what is commonly called subject. Perhaps the real Copernican revolution is that of Freud’s which
abolishes the notion of subject as such. Lacan in his conceptualization calls it barred subject which
exists due to the signifiers. Sincerely yours

Jbﬁ’ ‘;:.'.':.u !A.L'\.....a.}s
19:44 ol 1387 il 12 asiys
Dear Dr. Movallali

A million thanks to you for the time you take to answer my questions

Is Lacan's linguistics limited only to the semantic structure of language? | mean if by languagehe
means the Durkheimian notion of social fact, and Putnam's linguistic division of labor? Again many
thanks

Hp ol S ok
13:48 sl 1387wl 13 acs au

Dear Mr.Pordel

Lacan's questionning about language (in French we say la langue and Lacan calls it lalangue) is
neither a social theory nor a linguistic one. But it is as formal as for exemple Hilbert's mathematical
logics, an entity as close to the unconscious as the drives.

sincerely yours
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Dear Dr. Movallali

Should Etre-pour-la-Mort be designated as a positive function, or is it basically

pathological? | feel it life-paralyzing, if what I've got in my mind is that which is truly meant by this
term, and | can’t work it out how come that such a notion has been so much emphasized by a
philosopher like Heideger?

Many thanks

ws/j !A.L'\.ma.}s
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Dear Mr.Pordel
L'étre pour la mort is NOT pathological, it is the most essential part of our LIVE. It is a philosophical

manner to speek of what Freud calls castration and what Lacan names manque-a-étre. Il is the void
which permits the potter to make the jar in Heidegger's exemple. sincerely yours
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http://www.amazon.fr/Ecrits-Complete-English-Jacques-
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Dear Dr. Movallai
With my New Year greetings to you,

Are L'Autre, Le Nome du pére, et La Loi du pére different terms for one single concept ? Many
thanks
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Dear Mr. Pordel

They belong to the same category (symbolic realm) but in a very different way. The essential
qguestion resides of course in this difference.

Sincerely yours
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